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Proclamation 7014—National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day,
1997
July 25, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On July 27, 1953, a negotiated cease-fire

brought an end to the Korean War and to
some of the most savage fighting in the his-
tory of America’s Armed Forces. More than
54,000 Americans lost their lives, more than
103,000 were wounded, and thousands more
were listed as missing in action. To a nation
still recovering from the terrors and hard-
ships of World War II, this conflict was a
harsh reminder that freedom still had en-
emies at large in the world.

But the Korean War taught us that free
nations could work together in partnership
through the United Nations, standing firm
against tyranny and in defense of liberty. We
were reminded once again of the skill, cour-
age, and indomitable spirit of our men and
women in uniform. We learned that the
American people were tough enough and de-
termined enough to prevail in the long strug-
gle of the Cold War.

Our victory in that struggle had its roots
in the Korean War, and we owe our veterans
of that conflict a profound debt of gratitude.
Many of them were still scarred from the bat-
tles of World War II when they answered
the call to duty in Korea. They fought a dif-
ferent kind of war in an unfamiliar land, fac-
ing a new and fiercely determined enemy.
There they proved to all the enemies of free-
dom, and to the world, that America’s com-
mitment to liberty, democracy, and human
rights was not only one of words, but also
one of deeds.

Etched into the eastern wall of the Korean
War Veterans Memorial in our Nation’s Cap-
ital is the simple sentence, ‘‘Freedom Is Not
Free.’’ On this day we honor those who rec-
ognized the truth of that inscription and were
willing to pay freedom’s price with their own
lives. We salute our men and women in uni-
form who served so valiantly in the Korean
War, and we remember with sorrow and with
pride all those who never came home.

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 (36
U.S.C. 169m), has designated July 27, 1997,
as ‘‘National Korean War Veterans Armistice
Day’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim July 27, 1997, as National
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities that
honor and give thanks to our Nation’s distin-
guished Korean War veterans. I also ask Fed-
eral departments and agencies, interested
groups, organizations, and individuals to fly
the American flag at half-staff on July 27,
1997, in memory of the Americans who died
as a result of their service in Korea.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:30 a.m., July 28, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 29.

Proclamation 7015—Parents’ Day,
1997
July 25, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
There are few experiences in life more

challenging or more rewarding than being a
parent. Holding their child for the first time,
parents suddenly realize that they are totally
responsible for this small person entrusted
to their care. On Parents’ Day, we pay tribute
to these quiet heroes among us—the mothers
and fathers who make a lifetime commitment
to their children.

Parents work hard to meet their children’s
need for food, shelter, clothing, and protec-
tion; but more important, they give their
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daughters and sons the deep and abiding
love, guidance, attention, and encourage-
ment that empowers them with the values
and self-esteem to succeed in life. Parents
love their children as they are, yet still help
them to dream big dreams about who they
can become.

The more we learn about our children, the
more we realize the importance of good
parenting. As we learned at the recent White
House Conference on Early Childhood De-
velopment and Learning the first few years
of life are crucial to a child’s emotional, so-
cial, and intellectual development. As their
children’s first and most influential teachers,
parents play an immeasurably important role
in helping their sons and daughters grow into
happy and healthy adulthood.

The responsibilities of parenthood have
become even more challenging in today’s
complex world. In many American families,
both parents must work, struggling to bal-
ance the demands of job, home, and family.
This balancing act is even harder for single
parents, who must face the challenge of rais-
ing their children alone. In our mobile soci-
ety, parents are often less able to rely on an
extended family to help them provide the
care and attention their children need. And
today’s mothers and fathers must protect
their children from the ever-present threats
of drugs, gangs, guns, violence, and
unhealthy influences in the media and on the
Internet.

Recognizing that good parents are the
foundation of our society, my administration
has strived for the past 4 years to give parents
the help they need to meet their responsi-
bilities. I signed into law the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993, and we are now
proposing an expansion of that legislation to
allow workers up to 24 hours of unpaid leave
each year to meet family obligations. We are
fighting to make our neighborhoods safer and
drug-free and to reduce juvenile crime. We
have expanded and improved Head Start to
help parents prepare their young children to
enter school ready to learn, and we have cre-
ated an Early Head Start Program for chil-
dren age 3 and under. We succeeded in re-
quiring the installation of the V-chip and in
helping to develop a voluntary ratings system
on television so that parents can better pro-

tect their children from inappropriate mate-
rial. And we are working with the computer
industry to provide family-friendly controls
that will give parents similar tools to use on
the Internet.

As we observe Parents’ Day this year, I
urge all Americans to join me in paying trib-
ute to the millions of mothers and fathers—
biological and adoptive, foster parents and
stepparents—whose boundless love and self-
less efforts are building a better life for their
children and for our nation. Let us repay that
love and effort by striving, in our neighbor-
hoods, schools, businesses, community and
church organizations, and in government at
every level, to help parents fulfill their awe-
some responsibilities and create a brighter
future for America.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103–
362, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 27,
1997, as Parents’ Day. I invite the States,
communities, and the people of the United
States to join together in observing this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities to
honor our Nation’s parents.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:30 a.m., July 28, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on July 29.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.
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